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Words of Wisdom.

OEach of usregiven a road to travel in life, how we undertake this journg
will determine our final destination.
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The Curatoros Report
LU L L L L e i e d e a r a  a  p p  i a

I thought | woéWidntoeprednd mneyd i B e aocnosplerca tad r (
me s stageour | oyal members, supporters, a
Our museum has been established over 1
foll owed on fro@hwbeeMar bied tO_MAdeust ov
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is within these parameters we place ou
awar dlptaFdr ProfiamdOmganifd atainen @& | posi
will meet any, scrutiny requested by me
wel come botlndomplitmentsm from members and visito
myself and committee that there may be a better
members and visitors that i mprto,v emeomuorr apbrielsiean,t aatnido
wel come and, i f within our ability or financi al c
This policy over the years has not worked only fo
all other issues are calculated, our membership ar
without you we Whnabot | famctoinon hé svohbj ectl i dafe memtk
appreciation as to the way your support is vVviewed
organi sations, our museum does nartadeernide idue ltfo tto
di stance and scattering of members throughout our
members up to date with news and developments th
showcasiwnghioal es and equi pment by our museum and
guarterly publication, and it is relaxing to sit
me mber s .
The museum, and our attendance at regi onal events
attend, and we would |l ove to see you there. The A
in doingrssa oengdevaevoyou t heewadrmst antoluy gliovoek tfoo ru si r
this to reality. So, once again please do not hes|
wel | received. Member ship of ourbbmuameumheirs md@arn c
interest and same well being between members. Ther
members in times of stress, il Il ness, or hardship.
To reinforce oafWwhoommavenewodr nt oour proud wunifor m,
fiRecognitioceoti $écateeddhe uptake of this certifi
museum members alike. The certificate is a qual:i
per sonal ambul ance career achiévementssfprbdabeds
compl i meth8§\,nohonour of vyour operational sArenge t
with your certificate,Bwe kgarm uaddstnigieippatye, iifdeeqg.i
partner, who has been your rock of support throug

ContPemt8arak The Beacon for a simple confidenti al

59
Ral ph \% Casey, ASM %

Curator

Copyright
AThe Beacono is subject to copyright. It may
electronically, by others in part or whole, without written permission from theblisher. The
Editor, P.K. Dent accepts responsibility for editorial comment in this publication. Matefial
submitted by others is subject to publication approval by that person or persons, and algo the
veracity of the content warranted.

Chnese Proverbonfuciussay: fi A Mother-in-L a w & sis akin te the Titanic colliding
withani ceberg. 6



Telegrams Phone ar Malil

E d i tNote 8/Ben we created The Beacon over 7 years ago, itlaeasa s a n Contepbe nafacual
publicationwithout influenceProviding the contexsubmittedvas notoffensiveand/orvindictivly intendedo
defameor denigrateany persors. Over the duration of Beditions we have presented both positives and
negatives of our service and its histoAs Editor | welcome response to items appearing in each edition of
this publication. In a case afnitem being of a sensitive nature, unless instructed otherwise by the contributor
in writing, | will ensuretotal anonymity and contributor confidentialiy all timesusingmy ownjudgement.

The followingis aresponse to my article in tligeaconAutumn editionpage 4 fiNursesOld Breedi New
Breed. The accompanyingiecewasreceivedin reply to that segmentlt is courageous, frank, and, in the
contributors viewfactualand supported. know the authgrpersonallyto bea woman ofhighly respected
standingjntegrity, andconviction subsequently respect her views.

Hello Peter,
| have read youarticle a few times and pondered on your observations.

As your personal thoughts and observations | cannot be critical, but it has glossed over the most lingering
traumas that many (young, female in the majority) nurses still cé8pxual harassment and assault from

male senior medical staff was rife. It was rarely reported and when it was it was, it was hushed up as the
reputation of the doctor was paramount. | was subjected to numerous episodes of sexual harassment and a few
episodaks of actual assault as a young nursething ever came of them.

Entrenched bullying by senior nursing staff was also the norm. We came to expect it and almost saw it as
validation of a sori like a dog that is constantly beaten so knows no other form of approval, as it were. This
reflected our s e&faceofodpeessionnbp senicsusualy malke doctors and in their

inability to control and mitigate that bullying, they took it out on the next down the food chain, and so on until
it reached the junior nurse. | n utfofahis practick im nutsieg. m i h
This short piece in the Australian College of Nursing has some observations on the situation : Who is to blame
for the bullying epidemic? Australian College of Nursing (acn.edu.au)

This was my overwhelming memory of nursing, well into the later part of my career despite being a very senior
nurse. Not the traumas and tragedy, although they certainly accumulated. Your observations are valid, but it
may be that as an outsider lookingdrthe profession the deepest traumas and experiences of those within it
are not immediately apparent.

Kindest regars,

Of recent timed have had a couple of lengthy and enjoyable yarns to Ambo stalalamtBlosfelds. John

joined VCAS in1952 Given this he has seen incredible changes occur throughout Ambulance Services across
Victoria, and John is a wealth of knowledge and informatibgoneby days Like mostof us heis keento

have a yarn about old timeéghe problemis this conversational list of these blokeslépleting We chattean

about many things thave both can recall from our parallel timafthough his commencing in 1952 and mine

1965 creates a time chashiowever | enjoyed the history he told me of this era and his old boss until 1965
Sup/Sed-red Raven During various subjects of our conversatitie tragiciwilliam Booth Salvation Army
Homeless Men HostdFired 1966was mentionedVe wer e movi ng t o wsooddowvnot he i |
notrequiredo and returned to Ringwood Depot.

However John andNorm Mills were crewed that eveningnd happened to come past the hostel without being
notified, in fact on returning to Latrobe Street H,Q, control had not been notified by MFEBs Zamicount of

that tragic night is an incredible recall of the factual evdrasunfolded, and | am hoping he will provide his
account of the fire for publication and for all our readers to gain this knowledge and history. We chatted on
about many things, not | éseem tof otrdergice And ehe ticks dnd dantics me m
involved with both of uhaving a goodaugh Both of ussavouedthe past, the colleagues, the good times,

and the bad. Johr 92 years o&ge;howeverard nothing short of amazingetaining his6 60 stature sharp

mind, recall, andonversation. | look forwardith pleasureo speaking with John again in the very near future.



From The Editor

Great to thinkwe are on the brink of Springtimé donot khe ow at
members throughout Victoria, but up here across the Murhagslieen one of

the coldest winters for a long while, enhanced by freezing Southerly winds from

the visible snow covered mountains.

Living remote from the actual museum operation has many disadvantages in
terms of distance and limiting personal contact with other active memaber
well as functions. Howevethe upside is it gives Barb and | the opportunity to
look at the overall operation from the outside perspective, and we like what we
see! | wonder if those not personally involved with our museum really know the se™ J [l ’

effort that goes into even just maintainitigs great legacyeft by our lateCurator Chas  § U
Martin OAMfor the peopleof Victoria. Apart from further development at present, which
only restricted by our space limitatioRRalph CaseySM, our curator asvell as managing
the entire organisatiggets in and assists with vehicle maintenance and auto electrical f
and repairs due to his profession. At home he then fields most of the emails and phone
Ralph also takes more than a fair share of tours and presentatienassociated spin of
from this is that he sets the example for all other®llow.

The input of the regular Monday maintenance cresoimething special although rewarded with a wonderful
lunch provided, out of pockeand prepared by ouwo angelssistersAnne and Mae. The Mondaycrew

takes nothing away from the crews who fulfill our filming production bookings in all weather and times of the
clock Much the same can be said for all of those who take our vehicles and equipment to showcase at regional
eversand other country engagememf$so, certainly not forgotten are our team who give their tho&eely

to deliver our impressivefiP o we r  Bnibulande dhistory presentatiom the many groups visiting our
museum.For the recordmany of our active members partakelinof the activities that | haveentioned and
every one of tis teamis a volunteer! seeking nothing in return. | believe tlaeexery few organisations that

are so well operated solely by volunteers and offer so much to members and the publidradwance
Victoria MuseumHaving stated this, and the good fortune of having sugteat complimenof volunteers
across the boarave always have room and welcome others to join in and take part. In sulranmanpt aware

of similar entitied h at o p dandltlike oreemtati@d bAsisas ourAmbulance/ictoria Museum And,

to compliment this, our Ambulance Museum iw@nderfuland richhistoryasset for the people of Victoria

Moving on, | would like to acknowledge a couple of former Ambos who contribute regularly to The Beacon
and are always therefib o unc e 6 6 sGuahtjParkeitadongotdrmier (43 yrs.gx MICA paramedic

from Wodonga/Tallangattés one, the othealsoa long termer S/O paramedic from VCAS, NSAV/S. and
GVAS / RAV Roger Vidler (43yrs.)SheppartonBoth these blokes keep regularly in touch with me for a yarn
and we check on each other and families is camaraderie at its best!

Barb asked me to remind those overdue with their subs paymplataseremit and each get another 2 people
to join as well becausenembershigubs are going to increase so8s well anyone joining now will get the
benefit of their membership not commencing udfil01/ 2025 2028. Also. Barb hatesnot being able to
print out the postage labels for the Beaasronly financial members receive The Beacon

I will not ramble on further with my quarterly summary as | think I have had more than my 2 bplso¢B
in another articl®r twoin this edition

Stay safe alwayandkeep smiling!

Pete and Barb.

Are you Ex-Operational ASV or AV?

Our AHSV, as a tribute to your former service in ambulance to the people of Victsrjaroviding
complimentary free) certificates ofiRe c o gni t i o n Thesk certifiSates aré af e fimest quality
design and print, A4 laminated showing your hame and service history. The certificates are posted out cut to
size for A4 framing for others to see and respect. If you have worn our uniform with pride and gave your best
you have earned this recognition (Posthumous certificates applg)may be a limited opportunitgod o n 6 t
miss it! For a simple application form email Pete or Baribbiambos@bigpond.com

Not on computer? Phone Barb for a postal forn®417 290 9460r Pete0427 508388
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AmboAntics:
We receivedthe followingAmbo prank fromRoger Vidler, VCAS/ GVAS.

Rogerwasstationedat Latrobe Street H.QMelbourne The crew were givenace duty at a MooneYalley
mid-week meeting during wintesn a freezing cold dayAbout half way through the car@Roger and his
colleague were sitting in the ambulance with the heater gbighorses were making their way to the barrier
for the next race. His mate sdid had a very pressing need to urinatevever hestated havould not be able

to go across to the toiletadget backbefore the horses jumpeaaid the ambulance to followoger told him

not to worry thegrandstand and the crowd were on the RH side of the ambulance, so open the LH back door
and front cabin door and relieve himself in the spadeetweenout of sight His mate alighted, carried out

R o g esugg@estion, and began the utopia of badly edeglief. Glancing in the LH rear vision mirrdRoge

noted his mate in his own world of contentmeith the relief process. Sgiventhe engine was running with

the heater goingRoger covertly moved the ambulangpaietly forward about a length leaving hidf sider,

with personal in hand and steam rising off the bogipperaturairine flowin the freezing coldemperaturg

fully exposed to the racegoers in the grandstdhd scene raised a roar from all the racegoer spectators with
whistling, cheers,and clapping! Just at this point the hgusgsed and his mate scrambled into the cabin from
spectator sightinfortunatelynot entirely having completed the relief projdetving a wet residual for the
rest of the race card duration. Who needrk enemies when you have a running mate like Roger??

o Pt Pt P P P Pt P P P P P Pt P

From thel970s A/OsRay (plod) Thomas and lan (Web) Crightamere running together omavertimeday

shift out of Camberwell depot. They received a job to transport an elderly ladg fesidence for admission

at Prince Henry Hospital. Arriving at the residence they checked out the job then took the stretcher from their
ambulance into the bedroom of the dear sNah. There was quite a gathering of relatives and friends in her
room for cheer, well wishes and support. Aware ofrtteay spectators watéhg on the crew gently lifted

Nan from bed and placed her on the stretcher at floor ¢ty a few extras to make her comfortable for the
sake of the gathed rels Plod Thomas took the handles at the stretcher, Néald Crighton thestretcherfeet

end thehandles facing Nan on the stretcher. The crew began the bent knee stretcher lift from flptigevel
lift often placed strain oAmbosbacks and stomach muscles. Suddenhere was a loud ripping noise from
the front of the stretcheWeb Crighton expected to see Riottousers split from crutch to belhich at times

did occur however,no such tear was evident. Nan had a bewildered look on herafateery quickly the
surrounding ambient took om abscenamell totally eliminating ag suggestion of aimplematerial teain
Plod® trousers. As the two men began the trek from@lapmom tothe ambulanceboth infits, there were
somevery strange looks and mutterings from the gatheredwishiers, Web told miaterthat looking directly

at Nan@s poutingface it appeared stseemedeluctant to breathe (R.I.P. Web and Plod, two great blokes!)

P e P P P P P P P P P P P P P s

| can take what give outstirring othersin The BeaconCasually nentionedn the last editionvasmy personal
weakness in ambulance work being vomit or more so the residual odour of it. The following is an example of
that affliction: We were given a job to transport a middle aged female patient ftbm @ t snirgesy@o
BH&DH casualty foradmission The patientvasa lovely lady with a very soft and gentle voice. During the
journey, on whichthankfully | was driving,suddenly there came noisewamiting from the back. What was
taking place was the patienh soft voice and hal motions was beckonng my matetrying to gain his
attention In an attempt to understand her he put his head down to hers. &éthimoment the poor lady
erupted and spewed in his ear, down his neck, and shoulder, thebedsghieimmediatelybegan to vomit

as well. This created a chain reaction between the dwe exacerbating the othétearing this unfolding |

was pleasetb be in the cabinThen the residual vomit odour reached the steering wheel causintstaatly

to violently dry retch This forced me to pull the ambulance over and stop for sadetyonsind quickly grab

a towel | placedthe towelon my lap in easy reach tmld upto my mouth as required. We began the journey
again amidst the two in the backfiarce contest,and myself occasionally retching, finally arriving at our
hospital On our arrival there were anothéwo cars there that had unloaded patientsaAisual courtesya

crew came across to give us a hand unloading. bhghtedawayfrom thecabin andvomit odour nto the

fresh ar, took breathand stood at theriver side of our cato composeThe other crew opened our back doors

and were met witlvomiting competition in progress. As they began to pull out the patient strdézhéng

my mateinte backl j oi ned them to take our patient into C:
your matés a bit wealstomached s n 6t h erffuinblddi yqaosnecokoyr blokes atdoodyterrible!o

AHSV/ A. V. MUSEUM MENMBERBKBPACONEO. 0O0BPA &.yBdar s
ContBBartb :Dietamihos@bigpond.com or p h o nle4 1h7edr2féadri mpkegi s rfat i o
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The Great Days of Yesteryear.
Welcome to TelevisionAs Such

1956 saw the introductionof Television in Australigustin time for the Melbourne 1956
Olympic Games. Initially the television sets were only black and white with a 17 inch ( approx
35cm) screen not much larger than a computer lap top, contained in a cabinet. To obtain
reception as it wathen,there was an internal arial on top of the TV set, normally called
fiRabbit Ear® fiCoilo, both were nearly useldsgiewers would be up and down moving

the arial to accommodate the wavering TV reception, wivardall dreadfulquality. The screen wasormally

fisn o w,praworse with picture distortiorwatching this technical appanatwas akin to Chinese water torture.
Australiabds att empswas aliamhowedar pretty diswhall pm finding at rhard to
remember the early programs on TV, ata guessdlli Pi c k with Bob and Dolly Dyewas one, and
anothelGr a h a m K @mMethalugnél anight Also, sport if you could define the players on the screen
(pleasecorrect me if | am wrong). Anyway it was all rubbish. A few years later the 21 inch TV came on the
market. Wow! (we have a 3@ch in our caravan)Colour TV was introduced arouri®71/2 these units
installedwith an optional and added expenegternalroof top antennaAlthough, by toda§ standardsthe

reagption and picture wouldtill be classed at best as abismal in quality. However, people thought this was a
world class breakthrough, and persevered watching this -deodying process. Gone were family
conversations, visitor conversations, and many outdoor activities. It also had its partner problems, this is a
story | must tell andt is a true account. When | was courting BartBlakburn one Sunday night her mum

and dad were watching a movie on TVigetween countlessadd®ar bés mum fell asl eep
her dad droped off too. Barb and had been out anthme into the loungéhe show had ended, both parents
were stild] a s | e eke,lritaten she thdh awokBdasr datiusom aapeaceful slumber and
asked him what had happened in the mawid what the end of twas®Wh en he coul dledt t el
right up him and gave the poor innocent bugger a massive stnagit there dumbfounddds mouth moving

without wordsforthcomingd

Dueto myinstant ocarring and vividsense of humout rapidlyretreated into the hallway, doubled up choking

in tears with laughter, theindecided to say a quick goodbye to Barb and went htnveas Sunday night
anyway and getting latéut far more importantlyit was to savenyselfb ei ng bani s hpareht§f r o m
home forever by her mugiventhe prevailingevents at hand!
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Potential Voluntary PositiofiT he Beacono

In an endeavorto capture our Victorian Ambulance history from former ambulance personnel and various
other sources before it is permanently lbstm contemplating havingccasional assistandeom a person
possessing computer capability and simple writing skills. This could be an interesting few hours from time to
time assisting me to follow up and/or research potential ambulance history for publicatienBeacon It

also could involve obtaining details to enable me to edit potential stories. The person woaitiel igoeote in
closeco-ordination with myself exchanging relevant emails and information on ambulance history projects.
The purpose of this assistance ig€bmtinue teexpandhe content and quality of The Beacamd to record it

into our proud historarchive This casuaVoluntaryrole may ideally suit a formenale or femal@aramedic.

If any person is interested please email me atintambos@bigpond.com Pete

HAVE A STORY FOR US Personal or Regional ?

Pleasecontact Barb or myselfl will contact you and dicuss the articlewill either assist you to write the
storyor | will write it for you from your information. The contributor is sent a draft copy and final copy prior
to publication. Also insomecases you may remain anonym&i®ne0427 508388or Email me. Pete
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In, Out, AbOUt, and BeyondBy Terry (Doc) Brooks

Terry ( Doacn)d Birioshakesyni ouc bhmp Bbbard as volu
mu s eaubbluBt e ar s lmagtohwendhad an i ncredible inpu
since. This is right act dadr elmyue rsecdd poeort chf  t
museum, and r egi ondalslpyh gagt g eamiedritttse na tdwetr h ¢ th
accommoeaxapd m@me cooptdahs ks t he t woi malewwd&ks bbped
general mufsbemmsdut peeduction in various | ocaantdi ons
kitcTheem y( onl y,owany tc )hissweppetast ehei assiselehbes
these two bl okes folrevlagsy aoslwer stwlkercmat équired. | f
promote our museum and showcase our i mmacul ate vi
st eamihlgi shtwidset er r e notf ttoheddme d heat eod aGatriyt ledoatls Teo r ty I
f ol | owi nign vaocliceorunngt voerr yoamned |Sauentchd y B arlelceernatl y

fiA while ago | put the F358mbulanceon show at a car of the year event for a local car club here in Melton.

I have since joined this club as they are family orientated anegutarevents. Thelub had a function today

in Ballarat for the awards for cars that were vdtedat the eventTo my surpriseur Ford F350 Ambulance

that | hadshowcased anspent theentireday explaining and showing peopleh e ambul angcpwaHs e g
voted the best interest vehicle on the,deyl | was presented with the tropbfythe days eventOnce agai

it reinforcesthe public's interesh Ambulancesand he essentiatole the vehicles and crews take our

society.

| was honoured to accefpte awardn behalf of thé.V.Museum and thanked all who votka our F350 that
had resulted in winning this troplay.

-

pessie trophy.

Winter Workshop ROUﬂd—Up By Terry (Doc)Brooks

The following report is from our museum workshop provided by TByogks Our workshop is operated
solely by volunteers. The skitif these mechanics at times are amazing, particularly whgtcie do to keep
these very old vehicles operational for road tralhintaining and repairing the vehicles of our fleet is not a
taskfor those with a short fusé\s a rule spare parts for most of these old sare unobtainable, eveto
acquire second handdue to their age and availability. In these cases Gary Dole and Bill Redpath have
previouslyengineered the required parts successflltyexcellent contribution to the museum from both.men
Gary Dole on one occasion turned a part (Cog) to suit a drive component on amt¢haanufactured a 12

volt starter motofrominformation obtained of'You Tubé for our 194 Talbot WW1Ambulancel10 years

old!l. Most people will agree these are outstanding contributions from aging men, more often with very limited
resourcesand equipment. Alsthere is no vehicle hoist similar facility at our museum, as such this requires
these aging men to crawl under vehicles to cartyrepairs and maintenance sA haveregularly stated our
organisation is incredibly fortunate to have the voluntary services of these selflass

Terry accepts the winning award . A most im

1964 Humber Super Snipe MechanicBill Redpathis still working solving problems on the Humber Super
Snipe At the same timeaworkshopgroup of usled by Ralph usinghis electronic expertiséegan repairing
the Humber roof flasher and beacon uniOnce this unit wasremoved ve found a nightmare of
entangledviring at theroof junctionwhich Ralphwas giverthe task oforing outseverelytesting higatience.

1942 Chevrolet Gary Dole removed one of the knee action shock absorbers from the 1942 Chuvrolet
investigate if we can refurbiidoth of these shock absorber®o obtain new shockers for a vehicle this age
would be virtually impossibleThe missingshockerboots have been replaced the vehicle should ride
considerably smoother.



1965 Ford Galaxy | have been in contact with tfr@rd Galax/'s ownerJohnHoward andJohn adviseé that
the heater core iactuallyin operative condition. However Wastemporarilydisconnected to allow a new
temperature gauge b fitted toenablemonitoling of the reconditionedv/8 enginerecently installedSqg on
this occasiorit turned outa simple fix forthe workshop teamWe are also arranging for the livery on this
vehicle to be upgraded to the original signage bringing it as close as possible to its.dtwvasagreed to
retain the same script and colour astfié8 Ford Fairlane asboth are the same vintage.

1999GMC. Ralph hadeen negotiating witMader. Maderis thecompany sponsong this particularvintage
ambulancebeaing the expense ainymaintenance and repanmequired. Mader build ambulances and other
special requirementdHead Office is located at Penguin Tasmanidhe GMC ambulance developean
electrical problenwhich affected the tacho andlternator gaugeAfter a discussion with General Manager
Michael O6 Ben, the vehicle will now be taken tAmerican Vehiclest Packenhann an endeavouto
establish theature of thdault and repair itThe outcome of this investigation and repairs will be reported in
the next issue of The BeacdMa d e sugpartof our organisatiotis incredible,andsincerelyappreciated

1964 Studebaker. We have received the electric fuel pumgguired to carry out ouplanned replagaentin
the Studebaker ahe mechanical pumpascausedonsiderable problems over a perafdime and repairs
or replacementostof the originalmechanicapumpare an excessivexpensive

1996Toyota Troop Carrier . This vehicle is novat Ringwood PanelsArrangements are being made to weld
a new muffler tadamperthe sound antift fuel economy.

@ S\\X\\ N o e s
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Our Paramedics of the Sk

Coming Soon In The BeaconThis article willprovidean insight into th@perationandcase experiences
of Ambulance Victoria Air Ambulance Div (AAV) fixed wing Air Ambulances, and rotary aircraft,
Helicopter EmergencyMedical ServicqHEMS). The story will detail the critical role both air ambulance
services play across Victoria and beyoAdV fixed wing air ambulancegtransport criticdy ill cases of
injured patients from hospital to hospjtahd also traumatic and medical case air transport friamding
capabldocationsandproviding experpre-hospitalcarein flight.

The HEMS operatiomas adedicatedole in emergency andescue workn all terrain and conditionghe
men and women of HEM®ork extremely hard to obtain advanced medgqdertiseand rescue trainingh

call requiring a line rescu@ most conditionplaces extreme demands on body and minde suspended on
a steel lindrom a helicopter hovering overhead in all risk situations takes a great adealrafe dedication
and commitmentAlso, once the patient isetrievedand aboard the helicoptem many cases the patient
requiredife supportskills.]| hope to have a P erfigbtrparanedicResnbesal n 0
each of these Air Ambulaneervices and bring that stodjrectto readersn the next edition oThe Beacon.
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